EDWARD PHILLIPS, 1675.

Wit, Ingenuity, and Learning in Verfe, even Elegancy it felf,
though that comes neereft, are one thing, true Native Poetry is
another ; in which there is a certain Air and Spirit, which perhaps
the moft Learned and judicious in other Arts do not perfectly
apprehend, much lefs is it attainable by any Study or Induftry -3
nay though all the Laws of Heroic Poem, all the Laws of Tragedy
were exactly obferved, yet Hill this tour entrejeant* this Poetic
Energle, if I may fo call it, would be required to give life to all
the reft, which mines through the rougheft moft unpoliih't and
antiquated Language, and may happly be wanting, in the moft
polite and reformed : let us obferve Spencer, with all his Ruftic,
obfolete words, with all his rough-hewn clowterly Verfes $ yet
take him throughout, and we fhall find in him a gracefull and
Poetic Majefty : in like manner Shakefpear, in fpight of all his
unfiled expreffions, his rambling and indigefted Fancys, the
laughter of the Critical., yet muft be confefs't a Poet above many
that go beyond him in Literature fome degrees. All this while
it would be very unreafonable that thofe who have but attempted
well, much more thofe who have been learned, judicious or
Ingenuous in Verfe fhould be forgotten and left out of the
circuit of Poets, in the larger acceptation. (Preface, leaf 14.)

######

Benjamin Johnfon, the moft learned, judicious and correcl,
generally fo accounted, of our Etiglifh Comedians, and the more
to be admired for being fo, for that neither the height of natural

/, courtesy, civility, interchange; tour entrejeant
is bad French, but Phillips seems to mean the foioe of spirit.   L. T. S.]